
 This yearôs 2010 WCSS annual conference ñTodayôs Student, 
Tomorrowôs Global Citizenò continues the organizationôs commit-
ment to provide a conference that offers a variety of professional 
development opportunities for the social studies community. This 
yearôs conference will have close to a 100 sectionals divided into 
strands relating to the social sciences, history, international global 
education, Native American Studies, and professional develop-
ment.   WCSS has the honor of hosting the 2010 Great Lakes Re-
gional Conference. 

 WCSS/IEC continues the tradition of providing nationally and 
internationally renowned keynote speakers. This yearôs speakers 
will provide compelling information for all of us involved in teaching 
about the global community.  

 The conference begins its global focus on Sunday evening, 
with BrazilðFrom Amazonôs Indigenous Tribes to the Glitter of the 
World Stage, presented by IEC, WIOC, & FIE.  The program will 
offer participants an opportunity to experience Brazilian cultural 
evening through dance, music, sport, film, and discussion of a wide 
range of issues ranging from geography and environment to politics 
and the economy.  

 Monday morning, WCSS welcomes Patty Loew, UW Profes-
sor, TV host of In Wisconsin, producer of the PBS film The Way of 
the Warrior, and author of Indian Nations of Wisconsin and the 
childrenôs version, Native People of Wisconsin, as the Plenary Ses-
sion Speaker.  In her presentation, ñSeeing Red: Native Americans 
and Cultural Insensitivity in the Classroomò, Loew will focus on  
instances of cultural insensitivity she has observed in classrooms 
and will offer thoughts to assist in developing strategies to establish 
a safe and healthy cultural environment within the classroom.  Dr. 
Loew will also close the dayôs activities with a 7:30 p.m. screening 
and talk back for her documentary, The Way of the Warrior . 

 After mid-morning sessions, conference attendees will have 
the opportunity to hear Craig Kielburgerôs luncheon keynote ad-
dress,  ñThe World Needs Your Kid: How to Nurture Children Who 
Care and Contribute.ò   At the age of 15, Kielburger found the inter-
national organization Free The Children.  He is also the co-founder 
of Me to We, author of the NY Times bestseller, Me to We, syndi-
cated columnist, and winner of the Roosevelt Freedom Medal and 
the Order of Canada.  Kielburger will be available for signing books 
following his presentation.  Check out the work of his organizations 
at www.metowe.com and www.freethechildren.com.  
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 Sessions in the afternoon conclude with the annual wine 
and cheese social, where participants are invited to make new 
acquaintances and renew old friendships.  This is also a won-
derful opportunity to meet your representatives on the WCSS 
Executive Board. 

 Tuesday features the opportunity to meet NCSS President 
Syd Golston, as well as more high quality sessions time to 
explore the exhibit hall.  Dr. Robert J. Norrell, professor at the 
University of Tennessee-Knoxville and winner of the Robert F. 
Kennedy Book Award, will offer the keynote presentation enti-
tled ñUp from History:  Rehabilitating Booker T. Washingtonôs 
Reputationò.  Norrell is the author of Up From History: The Life 
of Booker T. Washington and Reaping the Whirlwind: The Civil 
Rights Movement in Tuskegee.   

 This yearôs conference will also feature a limited number 
of ñAcademic Paperò sessions. Authors are encouraged to 
submit their paper for publication in the WCSS Journal.  If you 
have a great piece of pedagogy you would like to submit to the 
WCSS Journal, the deadline is January 4, 2010. 

 Outstanding professional development opportunities con-
tinue to be included as part of  the conference. Attendees can 
earn credit by enrolling in graduate course options through 
several universities. Conference attendees will in part, use 
what they have learned in the rich assortment of program 
strands - History, Geography, Civics, Professional Technology, 
International Education, Professional Development, Econom-
ics, Community Service, Literacy, Native American Studies, 
and Behavioral Sciences.  Information from these strands will 
be used to examine best practices in social studies and/or to 
develop an implementation plan for integrating one idea for a 
project or activity that attendees gained from the conference. 
For more information, contact President-Elect Jenny Morgan at 
wcss2011@gmail.com. 

 Mark your calendars now to join your colleagues for an-
other exciting conference in Middleton! Registration informa-
tion and other conference information can be found at the 
WCSS website (http://www.wcss-wi.org/ or at the official con-
ference website (http://www.education.wisc.edu/elpa/
conferences/iec/ ).  Registration includes high quality keynote 
and plenary speakers, continental breakfasts, plated lunches, 
refreshments, free parking, exhibits, membership in the 
WCSS, and an opportunity to network with professional col-
leagues and friends. Early registration ends February 15th.  
Presentation proposals are due January 6, 2010. 
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 Words, Deeds and Actions  

 In Howard Zinnôs autobiography, You Canôt be 
Neutral on a Moving Train, he writes about how he 
learns what makes people who they are.  He asks, 
ñHow did you come by the particular ideas you have 
now?ò  This is something so simple, yet so profound.  
Think of how this question can be answered each gen-
eration; The ñGreatest Generationòð the Great De-
pression and World War II, The ñBaby Boomersòð 
Beatle mania, the Draft and Vietnam, ñGeneration Xòð 
MTV and Desert Storm. . . and the list goes on. 

 Think of how Zinnôs question can be answered in 
your personal and professional life?  To our ñveteranò 
and not so ñveteranò educators, I would like to chal-
lenge you to do two things.  First, think back to when 
you were a new educator and someone took the time 
(not because of a state mandate) to mentor, look out 
for you, or influence you.  Second, find a ñnew educa-
torò and become a positive influence.  There is no bet-
ter way for young educators to find a home in the pro-
fession than to see how rewarding it is.  It can be as 
simple as chatting outside a classroom door to say 
good job or taking time to meet over a common prep 
period to talk.  Do what works for you and the new edu-
cator. 

 Why am I asking this of you?  Social Studies is at 
a point in the state and national curriculum where it is 
getting little if any attention, literally and metaphorically.  
Wisconsin has lost its DPI Coordinator and only re-
cently have steps been made to replace this valuable 
position.  School budges are being cut so educators 
are unable to attend the WCSS conference or other 
professional development opportunities without taking 
sick days and paying for their own substitutes.  Since 

social studies is not tested on NCLB, it is being cut 
from the curriculum at an alarming rates.  Not only is 
the subject matter being cut but our educators are be-
ing cut from their positions as well. 

 The pressure on social studies teachers to perform 
is great.  The pressure on new social studies teachers 
to perform is even greater.  If we want good and strong 
new educators to remain in the profession, we, 
ñveteranò and ñnot so veteranò educators, must step up 
and find a way to form and share a ñparticular set of 
ideasò which reflect the best standards and practices in 
social studies. 

       
    Melissa Collum  
    President WCSS  
    WCSS2009@gmail.com 

 

P.S.  For new educators, reach out to the ñveteranò 
educators.  The help and support you need is in the 
years of experience in your buildingôs educators.  Your 
colleagues have gone through what you are going 
through; learn from their experiences, their mistakes 
and their successes. 

 

 WCSS at NCSS  

Members of the Wisconsin Council for the Social 
Studies delegation receive Silver Star Award from 

NCSS President Syd Golston 

Members of the UW-Stevens Point Student Council of the 
Social Studies were presented to the House of Delegates 

at NCSS. Pictured with Susan Griffin & Syd Golston of 
NCSS are Chris Petrie, Danielle McDonald, Kim Beckman, 

and Justin Glodowski 
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 Website Wonders  

 Have you taken a look at the re-
cently updated version of the WCSS 
website at www.wcss-wi.org ?  If not, 
make sure check it out!  Kyle Smith, 
WCSS Northwest Delegate, has been 
working with other board members on 
creating a more user friendly website and 
one with  a variety of information and 
resources.   

 The website is the center for contact 
information for all board positions and 
officers of WCSS as well as providing 
members with information about the con-
ference and the benefits of membership.   

 WCSS also tries to keep members 
up to date on social studies related 
events happening around the state 
through the calendar link as well as blog 
updates.  Feel free to add your social 
studies events. 

 WCSS really wants the website to 
reflect your needs. Please be sure to 
check out all the links on the website and 
give us some feedback on what you like 
and what you would like to see.   

Awards and Honors  
WCSS is seeking nominations for our 

Distinguished Teacher of the Year 
Awards.  WCSS honors social studies 
teachers at three levels, elementary, mid-
dle, and high school.   
Requirements  

Teacher must be a full-time teacher 

teaching K-12 social studies. 

Teacher must be recognized by col-

leagues as an excellent social studies 
teacher. 

Teacher must utilize social studies 

strategies that foster inquiry and de-
velopment of social studies. 

Teacher must have an ongoing inter-

est in improving his/her knowledge 
and skills in social studies instruction. 

 
Completed applications must be received 
by January 15, 2010.   

The teacher does not need to be a 
current WCSS member. Winners will re-
ceive one year of free WCSS member-
ship, free WCSS Conference registration, 
and a plaque. Nominate your colleagues 
who are doing great things in their class-
rooms!  Nominees will be notified of the 
winners by February 10, 2009. Please 
contact Christine Kadonsky at CKadon-
sky@aol.com with any questions. 

 òNever doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed, citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is 
ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÖÅÒ ÈÁÓȢȱ  
Margaret Mead 

 
 
 
Help WCSS continue to make a difference for social studies professionals by participating in YOUR organization.  WCSS is in 
need of your ideas, expertise, and efforts to continue building our: 

Website to have the information you want and need it to have; 

Networking to reach more teachers of the state, especially in underserved parts of the state; 

Publications to get more up-to-date, relevant information and resources to aid your teaching; 

Conference to meet your professional development needs and interests; 

Relationships with our membership, providing links, assistance, and support  for each other; 

Reputation, so that we continue to be one of the top tier state social studies organizations in the nation! 

So, how can YOU make this happen? 

Contribute lessons and articles to the FORUM and JOURNAL; 

Update the calendar with social studies events in your area; 

Make an effort to spread the word about WCSS among colleagues and administrators 

Contribute information for the website 

Contact President Melissa Collum at wcss2009@gmail.com. 

 

Greetings and Best Wishes  

 WCSS would like to extend a 
warm welcome to Board Member Pam 
Kaiser, who will be replacing Eric 
Anderson as Director of Membership & 
Conference Registration.   Special 
thanks goes out to Eric who has 
served WCSS so well over the years in 
this position. 

 Information about the conference, 
registration for the conference, or 
membership is available on the web-
site.  But if you still have questions, 

please contact Pam at wcssmem-
bers@gmail.com 

 Membership is included with con-
ference registration, but if you are un-
able to attend the conference, be sure 
you renew your membership! 

Membership Dues  

Individual & Institutional membership 
renewal: $25.00/year.  

Student & Retired: $10.00/year.  

WCSS memberships run from 01 April 

 Whatõs New with WCSS?  

Make a Difference in YOUR Organization!  How WCSS Can Work For You  

mailto:CKadonsky@aol.com
mailto:CKadonsky@aol.com
https://mail.superior.k12.wi.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=ed2727bf918c45f495a3f76d82556ff0&URL=mailto:wcssmembers@gmail.com
https://mail.superior.k12.wi.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=ed2727bf918c45f495a3f76d82556ff0&URL=mailto:wcssmembers@gmail.com


National History Day Workshops  
The Wisconsin Historical Society is sponsoring several teacher workshops 

for both new and experienced teachers. Registration fees for the 2009 work-
shops have been waived thanks to the support of Robert and Carroll Heideman.  
Please contact sarah.clement@wisconsinhistory.org if you would like to sched-
ule a special presentation about National History Day for your district. 

Making History Day Happen  
This workshop will introduce new teachers to the structure of the National 

History Day program and provide advice and ideas on incorporating History Day 
into your own classroom. NHD in Wisconsin staff and experienced classroom 
teachers will provide sample materials and demonstrate resources available to 
Wisconsin educators through the program. Student participants will also talk 
about their experiences and show examples of projects. Attendees will leave 
with ideas and tools they need to start a new year of History Day! 

 
NEW DATE! Milwaukee: Saturday, Dec 12 (8:30 am ï 3:30 pm) - NEW DATE!  
 

 
Guide the next generation to think more deeply about the past  
 ð to think like historians.  
Do you love history? Are you fascinated and enthusiastic about studying or 
teaching history? With practical examples, engaging and effective lessons, and 
classroom activities that tie to essential questions, Thinking Like a Historian 
provides a framework to enhance and improve teaching and learning history. 
We invite you to use Thinking Like a Historian to bring history into your class-
room or to re-energize your teaching of this crucial discipline in new ways. 

Now available for online viewing is the instructional video, allowing you to see 
how teachers at different grade levels have implemented the Thinking Like a 
Historian framework into their classrooms. 

The contributors to Thinking Like a Historian are experienced historians and 
educators from elementary through university levels. This philosophical and 
pedagogical guide to history as a discipline uses published standards of the 
American Historical Association, the Organization of American Historians, the 
National Council for History Education, the National History Standards and state 
standards for Wisconsin and California. 

 

Make History Happen!  
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Top Ten Reasons To Join WCSS 

1. WCSS Annual State Conference  

2. NCSS Annual Convention 

3. Regional  conferences and workshops  

4. WCSS Publications: "The Journal," the òForum,ó and 

the òPresidential Newsó 

5. WCSS website at http://www.wcss -wi.org/ with direct 

links to Wisconsin's DPI, the NCSS, and other  affili-

ated groups  

6. WCSS Awards for outstanding teachers and out-

standing student teachers  

7. Summer Institutes for social studies teachers at UW 

Centers statewide  

8. Access to WCSS's collection of social studies curric-

ula, course syllabi and sample lesson plans from all over 

the state  

9. Professional presence among educational groups that 

provides some "political punch" at the state level  

10. Assistance from Board Certified Teachers, college 

professors, and "master" teachers to help with your 

professional development plans (PDP)  

WCSS 2009-11 Board Members 

President - 
 Melissa Collum 

President -Elect - 
 Jenny Morgan 

Past President - 
      Steve Rose 
Vice Presidents - 
 James Hartwick 

  Ade Webber 
  Jay Simonsen 
Internal Affairs - 
 Walt Herscher 

External Affairs - 
 Sally Michalko 

Treasurer - 
 Mike Koren 

Recording Secretary - 
 Mikki Maddox 

Business Manager - 
 Jeff Newton 

Membership - 
  Pam Kaiser 
Booth Coordinator - 
      John Donnelly 
Forum  Editor - 
 Mikki Maddox 

The Journal Editors - 
 Dr. Kelly Collum 

  Deb Foster 
ñWe the Peopleò - 
 Marsha Varvil-Weld  

WI Historical Society- 

 Bobbie Malone 
 

Native American  
Studies - 
 J.P.Leary 
Higher Ed Consortium - 
 James Hartwick 
NC Delegates - 
 Christine Kadonsky 

 Deb Foster 
NE Delegates - 
 Joe Schmidt 
 Ryan Hilbert 
NW Delegate - 
  Kyle Smith 
 Carrie Carlson 
SW Delegates - 
 Greg Walsko 
 Lahn Nguyen  
SE Delegates - 
 Diane Johnson 
 Rhonda Watton 
At-Large - 
 Kathleen Braun 
 Randy Goree 
 Thomas Kislow 
 Mike McKinnon 
 Jim Kraft 
 Michael Yell 
 Mimi Yang 
 Eric Anderson 
 James Adams 
 Sande Sliewicki 
 Paula DeHart 

Visit us on the web: http://www.wcss-wi.org/ 

Congratulations Dr. Diana Hess of UW -Madison  

Recipient of the NCSS Exemplary Research Award  

Left to Right:  WCSS President Melissa Collum, Dr. Diana Hess & 

                       WCSS President-Elect Jenny Morgan 

 

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/teachers/historyday/contact_us.asp
https://webmail.mariancollege.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.wcss-wi.org/
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